Oklahoma YMCA Youth Legislature Bill Writing Guide
So you want to join the Youth Legislature?   
A delegate in the Youth Legislature has two main jobs – writing bills and then debating these bills with other students.  Later on, you’ll learn how to debate, but for now, let’s learn some basics of writing a bill.

What is a bill?
In short, a bill is an idea that is written down and debated by House and/or Senate.  If a majority of the House, a majority of the Senate, and the Governor agree with your bill, then it becomes law.
Getting Started

What would you do if you were in charge in our state?  Would you make sure all children had health care?  Would you change the way we paid taxes?  Would you figure out a way to make our roads and bridges safer?  

These are the sorts of questions you begin with as a youth legislator.  Come up with an idea for something that would benefit the people of the State of Oklahoma.  Don’t worry if you don’t think of something right away.  Just keep your eyes and ears open for ideas, and something will come to you.  Reading or watching the news usually will give you some ideas.  You may want to bounce a few ideas off of your teachers, parents, or friends.  

Also – if you don’t want to write a bill by yourself, you can partner up with one or two other people.  

Just keep in mind: you can only write bills that affect the State of Oklahoma.  If you are interested in national issues, you may want to write a resolution, which we cover a little bit later.  For now, we will discuss acts, which are the most popular format for Youth and Government bills.
Getting Started – Part II

Now that you have an idea for your bill, you will need to explore your idea a little bit.  What are the existing laws about your topic?  Have other states tried your idea?  
For example, let’s say you want to increase the tax on cigarettes in the State of Oklahoma.  Some things you would want to find out:  How much are cigarette taxes right now?  How much are cigarette taxes in other states?  Have there been any studies that show that raising taxes on cigarettes cuts down on smoking?  Stuff like that.
A few well-worded Google searches should set you down the right path.  For any info you need about Oklahoma’s current laws on the subject, check out http://www2.lsb.state.ok.us/tsrs/os_oc.htm and do a “Keyword” search for your topic.  Also, experienced delegates in your club, your club sponsors, or other Y&G folks will probably be able to suggest a few other sources for your research.

Don’t freak out if you can’t find a lot of information on your topic – just know that the authors of the best-written and best-debated bills usually do a little bit of preparation. 
Writing a Draft
Definitely, the best way to understand the structure of a bill is to look at a lot of examples.  There are a few in this packet, plus your club advisors should have some old bill books somewhere for you to look at.

A quick tour through the parts of a bill:

Be sure to include your last name and your school, as shown in the examples.

Title:  This briefly states the subject of your bill and summarizes the sections that are in it.  The examples will show you how it is done.  *Helpful hint* Do this part very last, after you have written the rest of your bill.  
Enacting Clause:  Very important part – it’s what gives your bill the full force of law.  It is the same in all acts, “Be it enacted by the people of the State of Oklahoma”.
Short Title Section:  Optional – if you want to give your bill a cute, easy to remember title, such as the “Oklahoma No Child Left Behind Act of 2006”

Section(s) that Describe the Substance of Your Idea:  Describe what you want to make illegal, what you want to make legal, or what program you want to create, etc.  Look at examples of other bills to see how it is done.  You can use more than one of these Sections to describe what your bill will do.
Definitions for the Purpose of Your Bill:  If you use unfamiliar terminology in your bill, you may want to define these words in this section.  If your bill uses the term “High School Student”, you may clarify it in your definitions section as “All public school students in the State of Oklahoma within the grades 9 to 12”.  Look at examples, and use common sense – don’t define the word “the” or “is” even if you think it might be funny.
Penalties:  Use this section only if it applies to your bill.  What will the poor idiot who violates your law have to do as punishment?  A lot of bills structure the penalties to depend on the number of times the person has violated the law before (i.e. On the first offense, you get a $100 fine.  On the second offense, you get your driver’s license taken away for one month., etc)
The next three sections are word for word in all Youth & Government bills.  But, just so you know what they mean:

Repealing Clause: “All acts or parts of acts in conflict with these provisions are hereby repealed”.  This means that your bill will take away the effect of any old laws that conflict with your old laws.  Let’s say the Old Law said that Oklahoma’s state bird was the scissor-tailed fly catcher.  Your new law says that the state bird is the Vulture.  This clause ensures that your new law will take the place of the old law.
Severability Clause:  “The provisions of this act are severable, and should any part be declared unconstitutional, the remaining provisions shall not be affected” This clause protects your bill in case one part of it is found unconstitutional by the courts.  Only the unconstitutional part will be removed from your law, and the remainder of your law will not be affected.

Directing Codification:  “This act shall be codified into the Oklahoma State Statutes upon passage and approval” All this means is that your bill will be added to Oklahoma’s law books.
Effective Date:  This is the date that you want your bill to become effective.  Be aware that your effective date needs to be at least 90 days after the State Conference.  If you want it to be effective sooner than 90 days, your bill needs to contain an emergency clause, which takes a 2/3 majority to pass. 

What is a Resolution?

A resolution is a statement of the legislature’s opinion.  It does not have the force of law, and it does not have to be signed by the governor.  But it does make the opinion of the Oklahoma legislature known.  A lot of times, this is used to make a statement on a national issue, such as “A Resolution Urging the U.S. Congress to Repeal the USA Patriot Act”.  It may also be used for less serious issues, such as “A Resolution Congratulating the Oklahoma Sooners on their National Championship”.
The Title provides a brief summary of your resolution, as the examples provided in the above paragraph.
Whereas Clauses provide facts that back up your opinion. If your resolution is written in support of higher salaries for teachers, you might say things like “Whereas teachers in the State of Oklahoma make less money than teachers in 48 states” and “Whereas the State of Oklahoma loses many qualified teachers every year to the State of Texas”, etc.

The next section is different depending on whether you are in the House or the Senate.  

“Now, therefore let it be resolved by the Oklahoma House of Representatives (or the “Oklahoma Senate” or “The Oklahoma House and Senate Concurrently”) that”:

Then you describe what your opinion is or the action that should be taken because of your opinion.  “The USA Patriot Act should be repealed immediately” or “All pet owners should get their cats and dogs spayed or neutered”  
As with acts, looking at examples of previous resolutions is the best way to get the hang of it.

Finalizing Your Bill 

Now that you have a draft for your bill, the next step is getting it into the proper form.  

To help you, I have created a template on the Youth and Government Website that will help you out.  

Check out:

http://www.okymcayag.net/delegate/leg/bwinstructions.html
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Instructions for Online Bill Submission

1. First you'll want to go through the other bill writing materials in order to develop an idea for your bill and do the necessary research.

2. Go to Online Bill Format or Online Resolution Format.

3. When this file is open, go to "Save As" under the File menu of Word and save the document as a new file - something like YowrNameRill doc.
4. Change the highlighted information in the format in order to create your bill. You can add or delete information as necessary.

5. When your bill is complete, upload it!

File Upload: Browse
Go

Dore




These instructions will walk you through it.  You’ll need to customize the template for your bill, but the overall structure will probably help you out.  Then, upload your bill to the Youth and Government website, as shown in the instructions.  You’ll want to keep a copy for yourself, and your club sponsor might want you to turn one in to him or her.
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AN ACT TO CALL FOR THE REVITALIZATION OF PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL BUILDINGS; PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INDEPENDENT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE; CALLING ON THE AQUIRING OF FUNDS FOR PROJECT FINANCING; REPEALING CONFLICTING ACTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

Section 1:
This act shall be known and shall be cited as the Public High School Revitalization Act.
Section 2: 
The first statute of this act shall be the creation of a High School Revitalization Committee that shall consist of seven members:  construction specialist, architectural engineer, real-estate lawyer, industrial engineer, architect, 2 retired teachers.  This Committee will be assembled by appointment from the State Superintendent of Education, pending approval by the State Senate, with terms being in 6 year increments.


The criteria for the public high school to be renovated:

A. The last structural addition to the public high school must be at least 20 years old.

B. The public high school must have at least 50% of its senior class take the ACT.

C. The public high schools will be ranked according to the following formula:  Rank=(Average ACT % + Average CRT%)/2

D. The public high school must be ranked within the top 40%.  The public high schools that will be renovated first shall be ranked within the top two every year.  All schools that have qualified and received monies for renovation from the High School Revitalization Committee shall not be eligible to receive additional monies from the Committee for 20 years starting from the date of reception.

E. The Committee has the power to do all that is necessary, proper, and within the constraints of federal/state law to ensure the successful renovation and/or structural addition to the selected qualifying schools, including, but not limited to, overseeing construction, controlling distribution of funds, and soliciting construction bids.

F. To fund this proposal, a 3% tax on the purchase of alcohol in liquor stores in Oklahoma will be levied.
Section 3:
All acts or parts of acts in conflict with these provisions are hereby 



repealed.

Section 4:
The provisions of this act are severable; should any part of this act be

declared unconstitutional, the remaining provisions shall not be affected.
Section 5:
This act shall be codified into the Oklahoma State Statutes upon passage and approval.
Section 6:
This act shall become effective July 1, 2005.
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AN ACT TO DIVIDE THE ELECTORAL VOTES OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA  ACCORDING TO THE RAW VOTE PERCENTAGE; DEFINING TERMS; ESTABLISHING PENALTIES; REPEALING CONFLICTING ACTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

Section 1:
One electoral vote shall be awarded to a presidential candidate equal to the nearest whole number, rounded down, of EVP contained within the RVP.

Section 2:
Definitions for the purpose of this bill:
A. Raw Vote Percentage (RVP) – The raw vote percentage is the candidate in question’s votes divided by the total votes received for the State of Oklahoma, thence multiplied times 100%.

B. Electoral Vote Percentage (EVP) – The required RVP to earn one electoral vote.  This is found by dividing 100 by the State of Oklahoma’s electoral votes and muliplying times 100%.  The current amount of electoral votes stands at 7, so the EVP is currently 14.28571429%.

Section 3:
When all votes except the last one or two have been awarded, the candidate with the greatest RVP shall receive those two or one.  The determinant for one or two votes is whether the total amount of electoral votes is odd for one, or even for two.

Section 4:
The state election board shall supervise counting of ballots and calculation of electoral vote distribution.

Section 5:
The EVP must be recalculated when the amount of Oklahoma’s electoral votes is changed according to the Census.

Section 6:
All acts or parts of acts in conflict with these provisions are hereby 



repealed.

Section 7:
The provisions of this act are severable; should any part of this act be

declared unconstitutional, the remaining provisions shall not be affected.
Section 8:
This act shall be codified into the Oklahoma State Statutes upon passage and approval.
Section 9:
This act shall become effective on January 1, 2006.  
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AN ACT TO REDEFINE STANDARDS OF VISION REQUIRED FOR ELIGIBILITY TO TEST FOR AN OKLAHOMA DRIVER’S LICENSE AND/OR PERMIT; DEFINING TERMS; REPEALING CONFLICTING ACTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

Section 1:
All people applying for an Oklahoma Driver’s License and/or permit must submit proof of a normal UFOV (Useful Field of Vision).  A normal UFOV will be defined as a UFOV range of above 60%.  A signed consent form of a normal UFOV is to be submitted to the agency adminstering the Driver’s License/Permit test.  The form is to be signed by a licensed Optometrist upon concurrence of a normal UFOV.  Upon submittal, those with a UFOV above 60% will be considered eligible to test for their Driver’s License/Permit.  Those who have a UFOV range below 60% will not be considered eligible to test for their Driver’s License/Permit, until that person has the proper corrections done (such as corrective lenses).  After getting the proper corrections, the person is to have their UFOV re-tested, and if within normal UFOV range, will then be considered eligible to test for their Driver’s License/Permit

Section 2:
Previous requirements for vision screening, such as the Visual Acuity test and the Visual Field test will remain active.

Section 3:
All vision tests are to be re-taken and passed before a person is able to renew their Oklahoma Driver’s License and/or Driving Permit.
Section 2:
Definitions for the purpose of this bill:
A. UFOV (Useful Field of Vision):  the area from which one can extract visual information in a brief glance without head or eye movement.  The limits of this area are reduced by poor vision, difficulty dividing attention, ignoring distractions, and/or slower processing ability.

B. UFOV test:  a test administered by a licensed optometrist to determine the UFOV range.

C. Normal UFOV:  a UFOV range of above 60%

D. Visual acuity test:  a test that judges the distance a person can see.  Oklahoma requires 20/40 in the better eye, with or without corrective lenses, and 20/100 in the better eye with restrictions.  Biopic Telescopes are not permitted to meet visual acuity standards, but may be used for driving

E. Visual field:  a test that judges the range of peripheral range of vision of a person.  Oklahoma requires the person to see 70 degrees in the horizontal meridian of each eye.
Section 4:
All acts or parts of acts in conflict with these provisions are hereby 



repealed.

Section 5:
The provisions of this act are severable; should any part of this act be

declared unconstitutional, the remaining provisions shall not be affected.
Section 6:
This act shall be codified into the Oklahoma State Statutes upon passage and approval.
Section 7:
This act shall become effective 90 days after passage and approval.  
