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Josh Watkins Wins Governor Election
Congratulations to John Boozer, 2005 Secretary of State

It seems that the most exciting and most argumentative
bill is yet to come. In congress, a stalling tactic seemed
to take place s0 as to avoid what could be considered
disastrous. The hotly debated bill #22, which proposes
to ban gay marriage is creating a stir. At first, it ap-
peared that there would be little chance to discuss the
bill, but after a slick move by supporters of the bill, it
was moved up on the docket for today's assembly. This
move created unrest against those who do not support
the bill. In the session this morning, those who did not
want the ban in place chose to attempt a stalling tactic,
and maybe create the possibility of the bill not dis-
cussed. It appeared that this tactic was having little suc-
cess as the speaker supports the bill himself. In any
aspect, however, it seems that today's legislative ex-
perience will be thrilling.

We build strong

kids, strong

Protests on he Capital

C harl e s

On Friday the thirteenth of 2004 a small group of protestors
gathered near the entrance of the capital. The protestors were-
n't the fickle bunch marching against taxes or some such, their
issue was much more important and much more touching,

The issue was of an impact that most likely cannot be cap-
tured in this article. The protestors were fighting against 'the
greatest hidden epidemic in America', Child abuse. Claire
Reeves, LA's 1998 woman of the year, has published a hook
called "‘Childhood: It should not hurt!" about this subject. She is
also the President/Founder of Mothers Against Sexual Abuse.

The group was also trying to promote awareness of the
'‘quagmire of the Justice system'. | heard specifically in several
cases that the victims of abuse were taken away from the fami-
lies that actually cared for the children, in many of these cases
the people who tried to get the accused convicted were ar-
rested, in one particular case a somewhat high level law en-
forcement official is involved.

Once again | state that | believe | cannot correctly do justice to
the stories that | was told and merely hope to help raise aware-
ness of this issue.

HAPPY
VALENTINE'S DAY
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YAG FundraiSing

rady C

OK YAG State Director Stan Barton is proud to say that
there is 219 members of YAG here at conference this year.
He hopes in the next few years there will be 420, Thatis a
bold statement; yet, he thinks we can do it. Although, itis
good news that our club is expanding, the bad news is the
growth brings new stress on our financial contributors. The
Sumner Foundation has helped us greatly the last past
years, but they are our only contributor it seems. This year
fees for conference and other meetings is a grand total of
$46,200. Sumner Foundation gave us $30,000. That's
$16,200 that we need to earn. Stan and James Waldo has
sent out letters for more supporters, but only three have
responded. Stan is also hoping YAG alumni and independ-
ent YMCA's might help contribute.

What you can do
as a member:

Why we need to
fundraise:

Help support your
club as well if you
can pay for yourself.
Every dollar is
needed.

The actual costs of a
student going to confer-
ence is $90, while we
only pay for $55. The
money contributed helps
members who can't
spend the $55 to still be

A YAG Experience

M e agan H aa s |

YAG keeps growing by the numbers each year, bringing in
newcomers from all over the state of Oklahoma. Myself,
being a newcomer this year, had no idea what to expect
but, knowing that YAG participation has increased, | knew
that | was not alone. My advice to the readers new to the
program or not, is to relax and ask questions. We are here
to have a great time, while learning about our govern-
ment. So how can we, newcomers, enhance our first year
experience if we hide in our shell? You may not be the
outgoing, popular one at your school, but here you are
new. Giving you the chance to build a better platform for
yourself and become a role model for others in YAG. So,
challenge yourself to be bold and confident in everything
you do at districts and state. People are here to help and
make this a memorabhle experience for all of us. Be the
one who steps up and takes charge; the more involved
you are, the greater this experience will be.

Witness Spotlight

Often times in the Judicial process, an important part of the
equation gets left out-the witnesses. To shed some light on
the matter, we bring you a key witness in the trial, Josh
Chappell.

News Media: Why did you decide to be a withess?

Josh Chappell: Because | thought it might be fun, but most
of all easy. It turned out | was wrong on the easy part.

NM: What's the best part about being a withess?

JC: Acting like you're someone else is usually fun, especially
if it's a hick farmer or a suspected Killer.

NM: Which witnesses have you been so far and which one
was your favorite?

JC: I've played Dr. James Pierce twice, John Diamond, and
E.A. Benbrook. | liked Mr. Diamond best because it's cool to
have people think you're a murderer.

NM: What have you learned during this experience?

JC: I've learned basically everything that | know now about
Judicial stuff. | came in clueless.

NM: In your opinion, did Mr. Diamond kill Trudi Doyle?

JC: Yes, but | have no clue. That's for the experts. That's
why I'm a withess. And it just sounds cooler.

Youth and Government is so great,
It can even help you get a date.
You have to work hard, there's no time to kill,
If you work hard enough, you can even pass a hill.
You'll meet new people, you'll make new friends,
You'll never again anticipate when Youth and Govern-
ment ends.
You'll feel good about your effort, Your heart will
feel grand,
And you'll always know you've made a difference in
our land!!!
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TOP 10 PREFERRED &‘/’ale"tine’s Day is...
GIFTS FROMYOUR AY
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LOTS OF LOVE
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2
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Amendment

. Teddy Bears

. Romantic Date
. Thoughtful Cards
. Clothes

10. Money

A Thanks to Mr. Barton...

Mr. Barton is very nice,
He's always thoughtful and precise.

We'd like to thank him for all he's done,
Preparing us for our future, while also having fun.

He gives us confidence and more hope,
And teaches us how to not be a dope.

He cares about our future maybe more than we do,
Qur advisors thank him and we do too. (photo by Joshua Watkins)

Mr. Barton is better than a Sweettart,
We truly thank him from the bottom of our heart!!!

PAGL TIIRLL YAG TIMLS




lYOUTH AND COVERNMENT STATE CONFERENCE!

Delegates receive visit from Leo Winters

There is an amazing story behind this amazing person.
Upon entering the first grade, he obtained the highest
scholastic average in the class, even though he was un-
able to speak English at the beginning of the year. His
academic feats spiral out from there. He was undefeated
in debate and expressed extemporaneous speaking. He
also gave original oratory, public address, and after din-
ner speaking. His accomplishments do not stop there,
however. As a result, he never lost an election. He later
bhecame President of the American Quarter Horse Asso-
ciation in 1988,

Winters always owned horses and has actually bred some
World Champions. And now, to add another great chapter
into Leo Winters life, he is going to be the 86th person
inducted into the American Quarter Horse Hall of Fame.

The Dome glistens glamorously as it is prepared for the wed-
ding on Valentine’s Day. {photo by Katie Knight)

In life there are big and little decisions. When it
comes to a little decision, go for it.

You'll never know how much fun you'll have. For
example, YAG ldol. If you are asked to do an activity
such as YAG Ildol, do it. Don't be shy, go for it. We did
and it was quite an interesting experience. We sang
the Barney song. It did not sound the best but we had
fun and that's what counts. Just remember you are
still young and you deserve to have fun...But not too
much fun!!!

PAGL TT'OUR

Astrology
K e ndr a Frost &
B re anna T hor
$ a d S prings &
tillwater

Aquarius (January 21st - February 18th} New tri-
als will soon come your way. Don't be intimidated
if they seem too difficult at first. The end reward
will be worth the hassle.

Pisces (February 19th - March 20th) A big dis-
pute is headed your way, and not one that will
blow over easily. As long as you keep a level head
it will eventually settle down.

Aries (March 21st - April 9th) You may not do as
well as you thought you would. Don't worry ! New
opportunities are right around the corner, and
you're sure to succeed.

Taurus (April 20th - May 20th) If you've never
bheen given the opportunity to lead before, now is
your chance! Don't let the offer slip out of your
grasp. You will do well if you take it.

Gemini (May 21st - June 21st) Don't let petty dis-
putes get in the way of friendship. The argument
might seem worth it now, but it won't be in the
long run.

Cancer (June 22nd - July 22nd) It's not good to
always be in charge. Sometimes it's necessary to
fall in line behind a new leader. Though you won't
like it at first, it will be a humbling experience.
Leo ( July 23rd - August 22nd) Be open minded.
Be open with your feelings and share your
thoughts with others. Chances are, they think and
feel the same way.

Virgo ( August 23rd - September 22nd) Stand up
for what you believe in. Don't be afraid to share
your ideas. Also, become friends with a Sagitta-
rius.

Libra (September 23rd - October 23rd) Don't let
yourself get stressed out at State. Have fun and
enjoy what you do.

Scorpio (October 24th - November 22nd) Listen
carefully to others. Make wise decisions about
your future. Listen to a Leo, and express your feel-
ings. Make this Valentine's Day a special one!
Sagittarius (November 23rd - December 21st)
Talk to others and don't be shy. Take a chance at
good opportunities that come your way.
Capricorn (December 22nd - January 20th) Do
everything possible to change the sad things in
your life. If something is wrong, don't be afraid to
take a chance and make it better.
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